Subscribers will find 

this bonus content at 
charlotteobserver.com/ 
eedition 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
VOTES IN PRIMARY 
Democrats showed 
up to the polls in the 
first-in-the-nation 
primary, weighing in 
on an unsettled field. 
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ASC to ask county, city 
for $12 million for the arts 


THE ASC SAYS IT MAY NEED TO SLASH IN HALF 
THE OPERATING GRANTS IT PROVIDES LOCAL 
ARTS AND CULTURE GROUPS. 


BY CRISTINA BOLLING 
cbolling@charlotteobserver.com 


The Arts & Science Council 
plans to ask county and city 
leaders for $12 million in tax- 
payer funds to support arts and 
culture programs, ASC Presi- 
dent Jeep Bryant told county 
commissioners Tuesday. 

That represents a 131% in- 
crease over the $5.2 million in 
local funds the ASC received 
this year. The arts community is 
still reeling from a failed sales- 


tax referendum last fall that 
would have substantially boost- 
ed funding for the ASC, a pass- 
through agency for arts and 
culture organizations. 

Now the ASC says it may 
need to slash in half the oper- 
ating grants it provides local arts 
and culture groups. Other 
groups are also facing their own 


problems. 
In the past week, Opera Car- 
olina eliminated its executive 


director because of money trou- 


bles and the Actor’s Theatre of 
Charlotte said it could fold if it 
doesn’t receive more public 
donations in the next few 
months. 

On Tuesday, Bryant laid out 


his reasons behind the $5 mil- 
lion he’s requesting from county 
commissioners. He said that a 
decline in private donations 
that’s been happening for years 
amid an increase in needs in the 
cultural sector have created a 
scenario where arts groups big 
and small are experiencing a 
lack of funds. 

His request to commissioners 
would contribute $1 million in 
operating grants to organiza- 
tions as well as provide 
$400,000 in funding for arts 
and culture programs in Char- 
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lotte-Mecklenburg Schools, he 
said. 

It would also fund $400,000 
in focused “cultural vision 
grants,” boost the ASC’s project 
that puts arts programming in 
under-served areas from 
$950,000 to $1.5 million, and 
would increase funding for the 
ASC’s Studio 345 after-school 
youth art program from 
$350,000 to $500,000. 

“Our near-term focus is being 
able to put our sector on a more 
stable, more sustainable path,” 
Bryant said. 

County commissioners said 
they want a more detailed 
breakdown of the ASC budget 
and its allocation to arts groups. 
They also asked Bryant for his 
salary ($220,000) and the num- 
ber of people on the ASC staff 
(31 employees). 
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Protesters and supporters line the sidewalk across from CPCC in Charlotte on Friday. President Donald Trump was speaking at a Charlotte 


opportunity summit at Dale F. Halton Theater on the campus of CPCC. 


CMPD discusses RNC 
security perimeter, 
homeless in Charlotte 


BY ALISON KUZNITZ 
akuznitz@charlotteobserver.com 


The security perimeter for the 
Republican National Conven- 
tion in Charlotte this August will 
echo the road closures and 
checkpoints from 2012, when 
the city hosted the Democratic 
National Convention. 

But detailed security plans 
won’t be released until “some 
time in the summer,” Charlotte- 


Mecklenburg Police Chief Kerr 
Putney told the City Council 
Monday evening. CMPD is 
working jointly with U.S Secret 
Service, Putney said. 

“We have a head start be- 
cause of the work we did (in 
2012),” Putney said. “Nobody 
will be surprised by the impact 
to their business or to their op- 
erations because those con- 
versations are already under- 
way.” 

The convention is Aug. 24-27. 


For the DNC, nearly 30 
streets had restricted traffic 
access or were closed. Sections 
of the John Belk Freeway also 
were shut down, affecting tens 
of thousands of vehicles. 

In Putney’s presentation to 
the City Council, he said Char- 
lotte’s recruitment efforts for 
additional police officers and 
volunteers is going “much bet- 
ter” than he had anticipated. 

Charlotte is poised to receive 
a $50 million grant from the 


Bureau of Justice Assistance for 
hosting the RNC at the Spec- 
trum Center, Putney said. 

Law enforcement told report- 
ers in November that the FBI 
isn’t aware of any “credible 
threat” of violence at the RNC, 
though emergency preparations 
continue. 

Putney said there will be a 
“significant presence” of law 
enforcement at the Charlotte 
Douglas International Airport. 
As construction remains under- 
way at the airport, City Council 
member Malcolm Graham said 
there needs to be heightened 
customer service and security. 

“The airport is extremely 
important,” Graham said in an 
interview. “The airport is our 
front door. We need a plan.” 


RNC ECONOMIC IMPACT 
City Council member Braxton 
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NC schools 
chief texts 
parents and 
teachers on 
Common 
Core 


BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Hundreds of thousands of 
North Carolina parents and 
teachers received text mes- 
sages Tuesday from State 
Superintendent Mark Johnson 
asking them to take an online 
survey about Common Core 
standards. 

Johnson, who is campaign- 
ing to become 
North Car- 
olina’s next 
lieutenant 
governor, an- 
nounced last 
week he’s call- 
ing for a review 
of Common 
Core and 
would survey 
parents and teachers about 
the math and language arts 
standards. 

Johnson has periodically 
sent mass emails about edu- 
cation issues. But in addition 
to the 800,000 emails he 
sent Tuesday about the Com- 
mon Core survey, he also sent 
540,000 texts to parents and 
educators. It marked the first 
time Johnson sent a mass 
text. 

“NC Superintendent John- 
son wants to remove Com- 
mon Core from NC schools. 
Do you?” says the first text, 
which includes a link to the 
survey. 

Later, people received a 
follow-up message telling 
them how they could opt out 
of future texts from the N.C. 


Mark 
Johnson 
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